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In this issue: 
 
� Turbocharge your computer with an 

SSD 
� How to send a text message from 

your computer 
� Microsoft Surface Pro 3 may be the 

future of tablet/notebook hybrids. 
� Go directly to Windows 10 
� Are your photos looking weird? – it 

may be the color setting of your 
monitor. 

 
 

TURBOCHARGE YOUR 
COMPUTER WITH AN SSD 

 
First, two shorthand terms that I will be 
using: 
 
HDD is the standard acronym for Hard 
Disc Drive. 
 
SSD is the standard acronym for Solid 
State Drive. 
 
Both are storage devices on your 
computer, sort of like a closet or garage 
in your home.   
 
HDDs are mechanical devices and have 
been available on personal computers 
since the early 1980s, and although they 
have increased in capacity over time 
they haven’t noticeably increased in 
speed – how fast the drive can read or 
write data from/to the hard drive.   
 
• This slow increase in performance 

is because HDDs are mechanical 
devices and are limited by the 
speed at which the metal disc can 
spin. 
 

• The capacity has increased from 
about 20Megabytes (MB) in the 
early 1980s to around 4 Terabytes 
(TB) now.  A 4 TB HDD is the 
equivalent of 200,000 20MB 
HDDs.  (WOW!) 
 

SDDs are electronic devices that can 
read and write data 2-3 times faster than 
a hard drive.  When a system HDD is 
replaced with a SSD, the computer will 

boot up and be fully running in about 
1/3 the time with the HDD. 
 
When SSDs first came out a few years 
ago, a 64GB SSD was close to $1000, 
which made is very expensive.  About 2 
years ago, the cost of a 240GB SSD had 
dropped to around $200.  The other day 
I saw ads for 240GB SSDs around $100 
and 480GB SSDs around $200. 
 
Generally, the way to replace a HDD 
with an SSD is to clone your operating 
system to a 240GB (or 480GB) SSD so 
that the operating system and slower 
loading programs (Quickbooks, etc.) are 
on the SSD, and keep your data files 
(My Documents, photos, videos, music) 
on the HDD, which has a higher 
capacity. 
 
If you do the work yourself, the cost is 
only that of the SSD.  If a PC tech does 
the work, the charge should be for about 
2 hours of work. 
 
Because older computers may not be 
able to handle a SSD, as a general rule, 
I recommend SSDs only for computers 
with Windows 7 or 8.   
 
Bottom line:  installing a SSD is the 
single fastest reliable way to obtain a 
very noticeable increase in your 
computer’s performance. 
 

 
SEND TEXT MESSAGES 

FROM YOUR COMPUTER 
 
Did you know that you can send text 
messages from your computer?  It is 
immensely faster and easier than using 
a phone. 
 
Most cell phone carriers let you address 
an email to the cellphone number 
followed by a domain.  I tried it with 
my Verizon phone and it worked great.  
For example, to send a text message to a 
Verizon cell phone 949-456-7890, you 
would do this: 
 
• Created a small email message for 

the test. 

• Addressed the email message to 
9494567890@vtext.com,   

• Send the message. 
 
The message should arrive within a 
minute or so. 
 
Here is a listing of the domain names 
used by several popular cell phone 
carriers for sending text messages from 
a computer: 
 
• Alltel: @message.alltel.com 
• Nextel: @messaging.nextel.com 
• Sprint: @messaging.sprintpcs.com 
• SunCom: @tms.suncom.com 
• T-mobile: @tmomail.net 
• VoiceStream: @voicestream.net 
• Verizon: @vtext.com (text only) or 

@vzwpix.com (photos and video 
 
To clarify – since my cell phone carrier 
is Verizon, I use @vtext.com regardless 
of the cell phone carrier that the 
message recipient is using.  If you use 
Sprint, then use their 
@messaging.sprintpcs.com suffix, and 
so forth. 
 
I have only tested the Verizon domain 
name so I cannot verify that the others 
will work.  If you try it with some of the 
other cell phone carriers, let me know 
the results. 
 

 
MICROSOFT SURFACE PRO 3 
A TABLET OR A NOTEBOOK? 

 
I’m not easily impressed with Microsoft 
products, although I must say that 
reviews of the latest Surface tablet from 
Microsoft has impressed me. 
 
Essentially, the Surface Pro 3 is a tablet 
on steroids, with several features that 
would make you think it is actually a 
super-thin notebook computer. 
 
When I first was the first Surface tablet 
I thought that the integrated and 
removable keyboard/cover was a very 
good idea.  Unfortunately, performance 
was dismal. 



 
The Surface Pro 2 was better, but still 
no big shakes. 
 
With the recently released Surface Pro 
3, the tablet has surged far ahead of 
other tablets – at least in my humble 
opinion.  Here is why: 
 
• A better and larger display, without 

substantially increasing the size of 
the tablet. 

• More storage and power.  Here are 
the available configurations 

 
64GB / Intel i3 cpu / $799 
128GB / Intel i5 cpu / $999 
256GB / Intel i5 cpu / $1299 
256GB / Intel i7 cpu / $1599 
512GB / Intel i7 cpu / $1949 
 
That’s right! These are Intel i-series 
processors.  Comparing the speed and 
power of an i7 cpu with any other tablet 
(and of course the iPad is just another 
tablet) is like comparing an Accord with 
a Porsche. 
 
Unfortunately, as you will also note, the 
pricing is also higher than other tablets. 
 
However, if you are looking for a tablet 
with the power and many of the features 
of a notebook, the Surface Pro 3 is 
where it is at – at least right now. 
 
Whenever a new technology comes out, 
the “I have to have it now” prices are 
always high, so, personally, I’ll wait for 
a year or three, until the competitors 
come out with their versions and the 
prices drop.  But, this is what most 
people who bought tablets wanted and 
didn’t get, so I suspect that this will 
catch on. 
 

 
UH!  WHAT HAPPENED TO 

WINDOWS 9? 
 
Microsoft has finally seen the light and 
is hurrying to get past Windows 8.  It 
seems that like Windows Vista, users 
generally just don’t like the sweeping 
changes and pushing of apps in 
Windows 8.  A few months ago, HP, 
noticing that sales were down, started 
offering new computers with Windows 
7 and an upgrade disc for people who 
preferred Windows 8.  This was 
followed by Dell and a few other 
computer manufacturers.  I guess that 

Microsoft got the word, because they 
seem to be in a hurry to get the next 
version of Windows out the door, 
possibly as much as a year before they 
had originally planned. 
 
This is sort of déjà vu all over again.  
Windows Vista was generally panned as 
the worst version of Windows, so 
Microsoft reworked Vista and released 
it as Windows 8, which reviewers raved 
about as the best Windows yet.  This 
seems like the same situation. 
 
Hmmm, there may be a trend here.  
Here is a list of Windows versions since 
Windows 98, and the general consensus 
of how good that version was. 
 
• ☺ Windows 98 – liked 
• � Windows ME – disliked 
• ☺ Windows XP - liked 
• �Windows Vista - disliked. 
• ☺ Windows 7 – liked 
• � Windows 8 – disliked 
• Windows 10 – we’ll see what 

happens 
 
So, Windows 9 should be available 
sooner than expected…NOT!  For some 
bizarre reasons, MS is skipping 
Windows 9 and the next version of 
Windows will be Windows 10.  Weird. 
 
According to the early information that 
MS has released recently, Windows 10 
will bring back the Start Menu and 
other Windows 7 features that people 
want back.  For example, Windows 10 
will offer users the choice of booting to 
the desktop for serious work, or the start 
screen for app users.  This is essentially 
what the (mostly free) utilities, such as 
my favorite – ClassicStart – do by 
bringing back these 2 features. 
 
A pre-release Beta-test version of 
Windows 10 will be released soon and 
I’ll load it onto one of my computers to 
see what it is like. 
 

 
ADJUST YOUR MONITOR’S 

COLOR 
 
Do the colors displayed on your 
monitor seem not quite right?  Are 
people in your photos looking a bit 
green?  Tt may be the color calibration 
of your monitor.   
 

There is an easy way to calibrate the 
color on your monitor, built in to 
Windows 7 and 8.  It is very easy to use 
– just start the color calibration process 
and the utility will walk you through 
how to make a few easy choices that 
may greatly improve how your monitor 
displays colors, greys, and even type 
(letters and numbers).   
 
If you think you just use the computer 
and can’t do anything this complicated, 
then you are wrong.  It is as easy as 
paint-by-number.  If you make a 
mistake, or are uncertain, just cancel 
and start over. 
 
This is how to start the color calibration 
process, and you can take it from there. 
 

To start Display Color Calibration 

1. Open Display Color Calibration 

by clicking the Start button , 

2. Then click Control Panel.  

3. In the search box (top right), 

type calibrate display  

4. Click Calibrate display color.  

If you're prompted for an 

administrator password or 

confirmation, type the password 

or provide confirmation. 

5. In Display Color Calibration, 

click Next to continue. 

Now just follow the easy instructions. 
 
 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  If 
you are not currently a client but wish to receive 
this free newsletter, send me a request via email 
and I’ll be happy add you to the distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  The 
recommendations are made in good faith and are 
believed to be reliable and safe. CCC cannot, 
however, foresee every possibility and assumes no 
responsibility for any problems that may be 
encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your computer 
and make sure that System Restore is set to On. 


